n6             GEORGE WASHINGTON

historian has reported, not because there was any
ambiguity in them, and Lee's line was sufficiently
re-formed to save the day. Lee, however, smarted
under the torrent of reproof, as well he might. The
next day he wrote Washington a very insulting
letter. Washington replied still more hotly. Lee
demanded a court-martial and was placed under
arrest on three charges: "First, disobedience of
orders in not attacking the enemy agreeably to re-
peated instructions; secondly, misbehavior before
the enemy, in making an unnecessary, disorderly
and shameful retreat; thirdly, disrespect to the
Commander in-Chief in two letters written after the
action." * By the ruling of the court all the charges
against General Lee were sustained with the ex-
ception that the word "shameful" was omitted.
Lee left the army, retired to Philadelphia, and died
before the end of the Revolution. General MifBin,
another conspicuous member of the cabal, resigned
at the end of the year, December, 1777. So the tra-
ducers of Washington were punished by the reactions
of their own crimes.

1 Sparks, 278. Sparks tells the story that when Washington ad-
ministered the oath of allegiance to his troops at Valley Forge, soon
after Lee had rejoined the army, the generals, standing together, held
a Bible. But Lee deliberately withdrew his hand twice. Washington
asked why he hesitated. He replied, "As to King George, I am ready
enough to absolve myself from all allegiance to him, but I have some
scruples about the Prince of Wales.1' (Ibid., 278.)n, 99.ound of safety and policy I am obliged to
